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he husband and wife team of Carol Besse (“Car”) and Michael Boggs
(“michael’s”) opened Carmichael’s Bookstore in 1978 in a beautiful but creaking
old building at the corner of Bardstown Road and Bonnycastle. It’s now 2018
and we have to acknowledge this year marks our fortieth anniversary. FORTY YEARS!
Since 1978 we have moved to another beautiful old building at Bardstown and Longest,
opened a Crescent Hill store at Frankfort and Bayly, and launched Carmichael’s Kids at
1313 Bardstown Road.
For four decades we have pushed against a tide of expert opinion that predicted certain doom for stores like ours. Ominous articles appeared that trumpeted the death
of local bookstores, the death of the book, even the death of all small locally-owned
businesses.
We mostly ignored those forecasts of disaster, and spent our hours stocking books we
thought were special, often adding recommendations from customers of titles they
loved that we simply missed. Our focus was solely on creating a space that was welcoming, quirky, and stocked with the best selection we could find.
In the last few years, however, it has been a younger generation of booksellers whose
dedication and enthusiasm has propelled Carmichael’s to even greater success. Carmichael’s Kids was the brainchild of our niece, Kelly Estep, who has managed the
Bardstown Road store for many years. She is now overseeing our expansion into the
old Heine Brother’s space. Our daughter, Miranda Boggs Blankenship has been in
charge of the Frankfort Avenue store for a number of years, expanding our events to
bring authors like David Sedaris, Nick Offerman, Elizabeth Gilbert, Ann Patchett,
Wendell Berry, and Stephen King. These events give our customers experiences they
cherish and won’t find anywhere else.
For these reasons, we feel it’s time to pass the control of Carmichael’s to a new, younger generation. They love bookselling as much as we do, and for the store to remain vibrant and viable for another forty years we need their energy, ideas, and, yes, expertise.
So, beginning January 1, 2019 the official ownership of Carmichael’s will pass to Kelly
and Miranda. Carol and I won’t disappear—we love the work and our customers too
much for that. But going forward the creative force, the new ideas and projects, will
spring from the passion and abilities of Kelly, Miranda, and our amazing staff.

1295 Bardstown Rd
(502) 456-6950
2720 Frankfort Ave
(502) 896-6950

1313 Bardstown Rd
(502) 709-4900
www.carmichaelsbookstore.com
all stores open seven days a week

THE LIBRARY BOOK
Susan Orlean

$28

The ingredients for a great nonfiction read are
few—the writer needs the skill to transfer a passion
they have to you, the reader. Susan Orlean
showed us her chops for that in The Orchid
Thief, a book ostensibly about a creepy/intriguing character stealing orchids from the Everglades
that became much more. Here again, in a book
ostensibly about a huge fire at the Los Angeles
public library in 1986, comes a narrative that
meticulously tells the story of that fire, but shoots
sparks of digression into subjects as varied as the
story of American libraries and the history of
arson investigation.

THE WHITE DARKNESS
David Grann

$20

David Grann’s previous two books, The Lost City
of Z and Killers of the Flower Moon, gave us
one of those “We’ll read whatever he’s got” attitudes
about his work. In The White Darkness he follows
the exploits of Henry Worsley, a descendent of one of
Ernest Shackleton’s crew in 1919, to walk to the South
Pole in 2016. Illustrated with more than fifty stunning
photographs from both Worsley’s and Shackleton’s
journeys, The White Darkness is both a gorgeous
keepsake volume and a spellbinding story of courage,
love, and a man pushing himself to the extremes of
human resilence.

FREAK KINGDOM
Timothy Denevi

$28

Denevi brings Hunter Thompson back from the
drug-addled, feral cartoon he has become, and gives
him back his due as a fearless journalist who took
on the establishment from the late 60s to the 70s
with all the fury of an avenging angel. Sometimes
we wish HST was here to take on the Trump years,
but these are days that might be too much even for
Thompson. He had an abhorrence for liars, grifters,
spineless bootlickers, hucksters, conspiracy crazies—
every kind of government leech that preys on the life
of the people. His head might have exploded, but
we would love to have him around to light the fuse.
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SING A SONG OF SEASONS
Nosy Crow

$40

This is a tough one to put into words—thick,
glossy pages and gorgeous full-color images—
if ever there was a coffee table book for both
children and adults, this is it. A poem for every
day, a luminous illustration on every page, Sing
a Song of Seasons is a perfect example of why
you should come to your local bookstore and look
at it. Paired throughout with Preston-Gannon’s
evocative, vibrantly textured digital graphic
images, these superbly curated poems offer
something for everyone: majestic and inspiring as
nature itself. Online descriptions will never do it
justice.

SWEET HOME CAFÉ COOKBOOK
NMAAHC

$29.95

Since the 2016 opening of the National Museum
of African American History and Culture, its
Sweet Home Café has become a destination in
its own right. Showcasing African American
contributions to American cuisine, the café offers
favorite dishes made with locally sourced ingredients, adding modern flavors and contemporary
twists on classics. This is a beautiful book! Full of
gorgeous photographs, tasty recipes, and historical background, this is a cookbook that’s great to
amble through but really produces when the time
for cooking comes.

THE GOOD NEIGHBOR
Maxwell King

$30

Fred Rogers was a what-you-see-is-what-you-get
kind of guy – a gentle, empathetic, selfless lover
of entertaining and educating children on his PBS
show. As the extreme importance of our teachers
becomes more and more evident, so does the realization that for millions of children, for more than
fifty years, Fred Rogers sent them off to school
with a kind and moral core, and just the right dose
of self-esteem. The enormous amount of thought,
creative talent, and hard work that Rogers put into
every aspect of the show – he never phoned it in –
is amply detailed in Maxwell King’s meticulously
researched biography.
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THE ESCAPE ARTISTS
Neal Bascomb

$28

Neal Bascomb has a knack for unearthing hidden
pieces of history, and with careful research turning
them into narratives that crackle with electricity
and adventure. His previous book, The Winter
Fortress, was about a daring commando raid to
derail Hitler’s work on the atomic bomb. In The
Escape Artists, we meet a plucky and determined collection of WWI pilots held prisoner by
the Germans, who spend every minute of every
day thinking and planning escape. In a story reminiscent of the Steve McQueen film, “The Great
Escape,” can this band of brothers ultimately pull
off the largest prisoner escape of World War I?

BECOMING

Michelle Obama

$32.50

In this work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama invites readers into her world,
chronicling the experiences that have shaped her—from
her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years
of balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to
her time spent at the world’s most famous address. She
describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both
public and private, telling her full story as she has lived
it—in her own words and on her own terms. Warm, wise,
and revelatory, Becoming is the personal reckoning of
a woman of soul and substance who has steadily defied
expectations.

HOW TO BE A GOOD CREATURE
Sy Montgomery

$20

When asked by a journalist what life lessons
animals have taught her, acclaimed writer and
naturalist Sy Montgomery responded, “how to
be a good creature.” Written from the heart as
well as from a strong, practical foundation in the
natural sciences, Montgomery (The Soul of an
Octopus) shares the insights she has gained about
life from her relationship with a diverse collection of animals. She believes that to know about
another creature demands that we enter into their
world and their experiences on their terms, not
ours. This lovingly illustrated book will have broad
appeal for adults and older children alike.
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A LADDER TO THE SKY
John Boyne

$27

Boyne’s eleventh novel is the story of Maurice
Swift, a writer of such unbounded ambition—the
“ladder to the sky” of the title—that he becomes
an almost Machiavellian manipulator in pursuit
of literary success. He can write, but he can’t
create, so he uses the stories and intimate details
of the lives of friends, lovers, even his own wife
as fodder for bestselling books. Boyne’s fast-paced,
white-knuckle plot, accompanied by delightfully
sardonic commentary on the ego, insecurities,
and pitfalls of those involved in the literary world,
makes for a truly engrossing experience.

GMORNING, GNIGHT!
Lin-Manuel Miranda

$22

Miranda is not only the creator and star of the
monster Broadway hit “Hamilton,” he’s also really
good at social media. His followers on Twitter
know that he begins each day with a motivational
“Gmorning” tweet, and ends with a “Gnight.” The
best are collected here in a book whose subtitle is
“Little Pep Talks for Me and You.” From silly to
deeply philosophical, each tweet demonstrates a
playful lyricism. More importantly, they reveal an
infectious enthusiasm for our inherent uniqueness,
something Miranda celebrates like a twenty-first-century Mr. Rogers, compassionate but never treacly.

EVENING IN PARADISE
Lucia Berlin

$26

Lucia Berlin died in 2004, leaving behind 76 largely
ignored short stories that appeared in obscure journals
and small press collections. When 43 of these stories
were gathered in 2015 in A Manual for Cleaning
Women her work was showered with praise,
comparing her to our best short story writers: Denis
Johnson, Alice Munro, Raymond Carver, and Grace
Paley. The 22 stories in Evening in Paradise aren’t
leftovers, they just further cement her reputation as a
master of the genre. Berlin’s stories, largely autobiographical tales of working class life in the American
West, may have slipped beneath the radar in her
lifetime but they electrify contemporary readers.
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THE MAN WHO CAME UPTOWN
George Pelecanos

$27

Pelecanos’s first novel in five years (he’s been
writing for the acclaimed television series “The
Wire” and “The Deuce”) is a modern storytelling
master’s paean to the power of books, inspired
by his years teaching in the penal system. While
languishing in a D. C. jail, Michael Hudson takes
up reading with a voracious enthusiasm as he
discovers the worlds outside of prison and his life
of street crime. He is inexplicably released, gets
a library card and is determined to devote his life
not to crime, but to books. This may be a crime
novel, but most of all, it is a book about the transformative powers of friendship and reading.

BOTTOM OF THE POT: PERSIAN
RECIPES AND STORIES
Naz Deravian

$37.50

The current vogue of Mediterranean and Middle
Eastern cooking and recipes has given short shrift to
Persian cuisine, a cultural history of food that goes back
to the birth of Jesus. Colors, aromas, and stories in this
book seduce and transport the reader to a world of food
that is simply irresistible. Naz Deravian, a passionate
home cook, has created a brilliant collection of easy-tofollow recipes from her native Persian cuisine. The title
comes from the many rice recipes that leave a crispy
crust of rice at the bottom of the pot that many family
members tussle over..

THE WRITER’S MAP
Huw Lewis-Jones

$45

Philip Pullman recounts the experience of drawing
a map as he set out on one of his early novels, The
Tin Princess. Miraphora Mina recalls the creative
challenge of drawing up “The Marauder’s Map”
for the Harry Potter films. David Mitchell leads us to
the Mappa Mundi by way of Cloud Atlas. Joanne
Harris tells of her fascination with Norse maps of
the universe. Daniel Reeve describes drawing maps
and charts for The Lord of the Rings film trilogy.
This exquisitely crafted and illustrated atlas explores
these and many more of the maps writers create
and are inspired by—some real, some imagined—in
both words and images.
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ATLAS OF POETIC BOTANY
Francis Halle

$24.95

One of the more unusual titles in our catalog, this
atlas invites the reader to tour the farthest reaches
of the rainforest in search of exotic―poetic―
plant life. We are guided in these botanical encounters by Francis Hallé, who has spent forty
years in pursuit of the strange and beautiful plant
specimens of the rainforest. The reader discovers
a plant with just one solitary, monumental leaf, a
tree that walks, a parasitic laurel, a dancing vine,
the world’s largest flower, Queen Victoria’s rubber
tree, and trees that grow underground. Halle’s meticulous drawings elicit a thrill of “poetic botany”
that shines like a photograph never would.

BIBLIOPHILE
Jane Mount

$24.95

Jane Mount is not only the beloved artist and
founder of “Ideal Bookshelf,” but she’s also the
author of Bibliophile, a miscellany that is a
love letter to all things bookish. Literary people,
places, and things all come to life with her vibrant
illustrations. It’s filled with the world’s most
beautiful bookstores and libraries, curated bookstacks, famous book covers, author workspaces,
and bookstore cats. She includes scores of lists,
quizzes (we loved the 5-word synopsis quiz) and
book club recommendations.

TRANSCRIPTION
Kate Atkinson

$28

Transcription is a dramatic story of WWII
espionage, betrayal, and loyalty by the bestselling
author of Life After Life. In 1940, eighteenyear old Juliet Armstrong is reluctantly recruited
into war spying. Sent to an obscure department
of MI5 tasked with monitoring British Fascist
sympathizers, she discovers the work to be by
turns both tedious and terrifying. But after the
war has ended, she presumes the events of those
years have been relegated to the past forever. Ten
years later, while working for the BBC, Juliet’s
past suddenly surfaces, and once again she begins
to live the terrors of her war years.
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A SIDECAR NAMED DESIRE
Greg Clarke

$19.99

Rock stars have a taste for drugs, but writers have
always had a weakness for booze. From Hemingway
and rum, to Faulkner and bourbon, to Fitzgerald and
gin, there has been a history of famous writers with
a taste for the sauce. This rollicking illustrated history
of alcohol and its literary imbibers, runs from Jane
Austen’s beer brewing to James Joyce’s passion for
Guinness to E.B. White’s cure for writers’ block—a
dry martini. There are great illustrations as well
as literary-themed cocktail recipes such as Ernest
Hemingway’s Death in the Afternoon and Philip
Larkin’s Gin and Tonic set to verse.

THESE TRUTHS
Jill Lepore

$39.95

The celebrated Bancroft Prize winner tells the
American story. “A nation born in revolution will
forever struggle against chaos,” writes Lepore. In
this mammoth, wonderfully readable history of the
U.S. from Columbus to Trump, the author relies on
primary sources to “let the dead speak for themselves,” creating an enthralling, dramatic narrative.
Lepore neither hides the warts of our history nor
does she diminish the triumphs. This fascinating
book stands to become the definitive one-volume
history of the United States for a new generation.

UNSHELTERED

Barbara Kingsolver

$29.99

Unsheltered is the story of two families, a century
apart, who live in houses on the same lot in Vineland,
New Jersey. The current residents, Willa Knox
and her husband, think they have done everything
right, yet they are jobless, in debt, and have only a
decrepit house to shelter them. A hundred years
earlier, Thatcher Greenwood, a science teacher,
finds himself under siege when his employer forbids
him to speak of the exciting work just published by
Charles Darwin. Unsheltered is the story of two
families, perched on the precipice of a future neither
could have predicted.
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FASHION CLIMBING
Bill Cunningham

$27

For Bill Cunningham, New York City was the land
of glamour and style. Fashion Climbing is the
story of a young man striving to be the person he
was born to be: a true original. He made a name
for himself as a photographer for the New York
Times, but he is best known as one of the era’s
most outlandish and celebrated hat designers.
He was one of the city’s most recognized and
treasured figures, but also one of its most guarded.
Written with his one-of-a-kind voice, this memoir
was safely stored away in his lifetime. Between
these covers, is an education in style, an effervescent tale of a bohemian world as it once was.

ALMOST EVERYTHING
Anne Lamott

$20

Anne Lamott begins these “Notes on Hope” with “I am
stockpiling antibiotics for the Apocalypse, even as I await
the blossoming of paperwhites on the windowsill in the
kitchen.” It is the paradox of our times—trying to balance
the sense of disaster and despair with the need for hope
and optimism. She writes, “Some days there seems to be
little reason for hope, in our families, cities, and world,
well, except for almost everything.” Lamott realizes “love
has bridged the high-rises of despair we were about to
fall between.” Shot through with self-deprecating humor,
Almost Everything is a lesson in staring down the
wolves of desperation until they move on.

THE BIG FELLA
Jane Leavy

$32.50

Babe Ruth – The Bambino, The Sultan of Swat,
The Big Fella – everything about him was big,
from his prodigious feats on the field to his insatiable appetite for celebrity and the good life.
Abandoned at age 7 at the ominously named St.
Mary’s Industrial School for Orphans, Delinquent,
Incorrigible, and Wayward Boys, Ruth made up
for his hardscrabble upbringing by reaching a
pinnacle never reached by an athlete before. This
is a sports biography for sure, and Leavy never
excuses Ruth’s myriad flaws, but it’s also a book
about the early days of sports stars as celebrities,
product endorsers, and money machines.
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SONGS OF LOVE AND HORROR:
COLLECTED LYRICS
Will Oldham

$26.95

As a performer, songwriter, and actor, Louisville’s
Will Oldham has carved a singular path through
the worlds of indie folk and cinema. Now, the
elusive artist presents his poetic life’s work: the
lyrics to more than two hundred songs, each
with annotations that impart new meaning to his
music. Oldham’s aphoristic meditations on death,
patience, and turning carelessness into a virtue are
profound, earthy, and often funny. They reveal
flashes of Oldham’s philosophy, the sources and
circumstances that inspired his lyrics, and the
literary ambition of his songwriting.

OTTOLENGHI SIMPLE
Yotam Ottolenghi

$35

“Ottolenghi simple” is a phrase that is music to
our ears. In his cookbooks Nopi and Jerusalem,
Yotam Ottolenghi reinvented Middle Eastern cuisine.
Unfortunately many ingredients were impossible to
find in America. Now comes Ottolenghi Simple,
pared-down versions of 130 of his best recipes, all
styled to be prepared in 30 minutes or less with staples
found in most Americans’ pantries. It’s a useful and
engaging book, filled with the kind of dishes that have
made Ottolenghi’s broad and well-deserved reputation. This is food that’s worth putting on the plate, and
another cookbook that’s very much worth adding to

THE NORDIC BAKING BOOK
Magnus Nilsson

$49.95

The New York Times said The Nordic Baking
Book is “just the tome for those who have serious
ambitions for their butter and flour.” Despite
Magnus Nilsson being in the higher echelons of
the cooking world, his baking book is actually
really homey and helpful. Nilsson, who has been
featured in the PBS series “The Mind of a Chef ”
and the Netflix series “Chef ’s Table,” explores
the rich baking tradition of the Nordic region in
450 tempting recipes for home bakers. He is also
an accomplished photographer, providing all the
full-color spreads for this book.

(11)

HISTORY AS THEY SAW IT
Wolfgang Wild

$40

We came to this book at first as a gimmick—colorizing 120 of the most iconic photographs in
history. But then the title smacked us in the face.
People didn’t witness these historic moments in
black-and-white, they saw them in color. Using
state-of-the-art digital color reconstruction, Wild
and his partner Jordon Lloyd aim to show us
not the photographs but what was truly being
depicted in scenes as varied as the San Francisco
earthquake, Civil War battles, and the building of
the Golden Gate Bridge. The image of Wilbur
Wright in flight at Kitty Hawk is truly breathtaking. It’s a gift book that works for almost anyone.

I MIGHT REGRET THIS
Abbi Jacobson

$28

Jacobson is the creator and star of Comedy
Central’s hit series “Broad City,” who might regret
embarking on a solo drive from New York to Los
Angeles. Along the way she pens a series of essays
that range from hilarious to heartbreaking to just
plain weird. Jacobson’s smart wit shines in her observations of people and the towns she encounters
on this road trip, but during the long stretches of
solitude she cracks herself open and explores love
and loneliness, travel and independence, success
and self-loathing. Scattered throughout the book
are her quirky, Roz Chast-like illustrations.

FRIDAY BLACK

Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah

$14.99

Entirely fresh in its style and perspective, and sure
to appeal to fans of Marlon James and George
Saunders, Friday Black confronts readers with
a wrenching chorus of emotions, the final note
of which, remarkably, is hope. From the start of
this extraordinary debut, Adjei-Brenyah’s writing
will haunt, enrage and invigorate you. By placing
ordinary characters in extraordinary situations,
Adjei-Brenyah reveals the violence, injustice, and
painful absurdities of life in this country. This is an
important book with stories balanced precariously
between the comedy of the human condition and
the lesser angels of human attitudes and behavior.
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THE FLAME

Leonard Cohen

$28

Leonard Cohen had a final wish: he wanted enough
time to put his affairs in order and assemble a final
collection of his last works. Thus, The Flame
contains lyrics, as well as poems, excerpts from his
notebooks, and drawings. His topics will be familiar
to anyone who knows Cohen’s work: loneliness, faith
(Cohen was a self-proclaimed observant Jew who
had a long association with Buddhism), gratitude,
the essential brokenness of the human spirit, and, of
course, love. This last work will obviously appeal to
Cohen fans, but also to anyone who has embraced,
and Cohen clearly has, the Beatles admonition that
“all you need is love.”

BRINGING DOWN THE COLONEL
Patricia Miller
$28
Miller dusts off a long-forgotten scandal that gripped
the nation’s capital in the late 19th century. Madeline
Pollard, a young woman with no social standing, sued
Kentucky congressman William Breckinridge for
breach of promise. At that time, women could instigate
lawsuits against men who reneged on matrimonial
proposals, and Breckinridge had repeatedly promised
to marry Madeline, but wed someone else. Miller
seamlessly weaves in the stories of other unmarried
women connected to the case, showing that by the
1890s, attitudes about women and sexuality were
changing enough to give Pollard a chance at victory.

VIVIAN MAIER: THE COLOR
WORK
Colin Westerbeck

$80

We’ll admit from the outset that we think Vivian Maier’s
work is wicked cool. As a nanny who was secretly one
of New York’s first great street photographers, she
amassed more than 150,000 images of ordinary people
in subways, cafes, alleys and doorways. She was so
secretive about her photographic life that it wasn’t until
her death that her massive body of work was discovered.
Most other books have concentrated on her earlier
black-and-white work, but this collection consists only of
her later color images. They are so drenched in almost
unreal depths of color so that every image causes you to
catch your breath.
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THE WESTERN WIND
Samantha Harvey

$26

Harvey is better known in England, where the praise for
her work borders on hysterical – The Guardian chose The
Western Wind as a “best book of 2018.” The Telegraph
hailed her as “this generation’s Virginia Woolf.” The
events of four days, detailed in reverse and through
the eyes of a parish priest, John Reve, tell the story of
a drowning death in the English village of Oakham in
1491. The deceased was the village’s richest citizen,
who may have committed suicide or been murdered.
The Western Wind may be unlike any novel you’ve
read as Harvey re-creates the mindset and beliefs of the
medieval world, and makes the concerns of 500 years
ago vivid and immediate.

EVERYDAY DORIE: THE WAY I
COOK
Dorie Greenspan

$35

James Beard Award-winning author Greenspan
joyfully proclaims herself a mixer-and-matcher, a play-arounder, a snacker, a nibbler and a
picknicker, and encourages readers to be so,
too. Whether entertaining a crowd or throwing
together a rushed weeknight meal, home chefs will
find plenty of snack, soup, salad, meat, fish, and
vegetable recipes to fit their needs (and scarcely
any hard-to-find ingredients or fancy gadgets and
techniques). Dorie describes them as “elbows on
the table” meals and that is exactly what they are!

LITTLE DANCER, AGED
FOURTEEN
Camille Laurens

$22.95

Not many people today look at Degas’s iconic
sculpture of a young girl in tutu and ballet shoes,
and think criminal. But in 1880s Paris, that is
exactly what the critics saw. In this nonfiction work
about the anonymous young woman who posed
for the famous impressionist artist, French novelist
Laurens frankly explores the shady world of dance
in nineteenth-century Paris, the exhausting and
vulnerable job of the artist’s model, and her own
journey as an amateur researcher. In focusing on
Degas’ model, she spins a compelling and tragic
tale of poverty, power, and the arts.
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NEW YORKER ENCYCLOPEDIA
OF CARTOONS
David Remnick, ed.

$100

We will warn you that this slipcased, two-volume
collection of New Yorker cartoons clocks in at a
hefty sixteen pounds. We’ll wrap it for you, but
you might check your biceps before taking it away.
It is the most ingenious collection of New Yorker
cartoons published in book form. This 1,600-page
A-to-Z curation of cartoons from 1924 to the
present organizes nearly 3,000 cartoons into more
than 250 categories, The recurring New Yorker
themes and visual tropes include cartoons on
banana peels, being stranded on a desert island,
the Grim Reaper, and dogs, of course.

THE FERAL DETECTIVE
Jonathan Lethem

$26.99

Lethem returns with The Feral Detective, a
surrealistic, genre-bending novel that takes us
into the wild America of Burning Man, strange
desert cults and compounds. Here tribalism has
run rampant—the female Rabbit group faces
off against the male-dominated Bear group.
This could be a trite novel reflecting our current
tussle with tribalism, but The Feral Dective is
wild, urgent, and very funny. Lethem is a master
in revealing our weird underbelly, and in his ever-more-electric prose, he illuminates both the
barbarity and the beauty of flyover America.

WELL-READ BLACK GIRL
Glory Edim

$20

By reading Eloise Greenfield’s Honey, I Love
and Other Love Poems to her daughter, Edim’s
mother seeded in her an abiding passion for reading
and profound appreciation for the work of black
women writers. A T-shirt Edin began wearing
declaring her a “Well-Read Black Girl” evoked such
strong responses she was inspired to create an online
book community, a national book club, and a literary
festival. This vital anthology, zestfully introduced by
Edim, gathers personal essays by 21 black women
writers who share memories about their girlhoods
and early reading experiences, and reflect on why
they write and which writer has influenced them.
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SAVING WINSLOW
Sharon Creech

$16.99

When Louie’s dad brings home a newborn
orphaned donkey, Louie names him Winslow and
is immediately smitten and volunteers to take care
of him. The thing is, Louie has a terrible track
record when it comes to caring for small creatures.
As in a zero percent success rate—worms have
dried up, parakeets have fled or died, found kittens
have failed to thrive. He’s an enthusiastic and
loving young caregiver though and is determined
to save Winslow. There is an added subtext that
Louie couples Winslow’s survival with the safety
of his beloved brother Gus, serving in the Army.
This is Sharon Creech at her finest, which is very
fine indeed.

THE TRAIN TO IMPOSSIBLE
PLACES
P. G. Bell

$16.99

Eleven-year-old Suzy loves physics, often getting
carried away simply doing homework, so when
the Impossible Postal Express- a large, weird-looking steam locomotive and its troll crew suddenly
turn her home into a train station using their
fuzzics (“like physics, only fuzzier”), it’s inevitable
that she’s enticed into an adventure. Bell’s had all
sorts of jobs over the years, from lifeguard to roller
coaster operator, but has always wanted to write
stories for a living. His dream comes true with
the publication of The Train to Impossible
Places.
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THE EXTREMELY
INCONVENIENT ADVENTURES
OF BRONTE METTLESTONE
Jaclyn Moriarty

$17.99

As an infant, Bronte was left in Aunt Isabelle’s
care by her mother and father, who end up being
killed by pirates. Bronte is charged with making
a solo journey to visit each of her other 10 aunts
and deliver a different present to each one. But
Bronte’s journey has consequences rippling out
far beyond her extended family. Bronte makes
a likable heroine and an amusing narrator who
offers colorful characters, lively conversations, and
insightful reflections.

AN ANTHOLOGY OF
INTRIGUING ANIMALS
DK Publishing

$19.99

This animal encyclopedia with a twist showcases
more than 100 animals in close-up detail.
Arranged from biggest to smallest, the wildlife of
the world is revealed with stunning photography
and gorgeous illustrations. The storybook descriptions will delight children and lead them to
discover amazing animal facts, as well as some of
the stories and myths surrounding their favorite
beasts. The foil stamped cover, ribbon marker,
and combination of photographs and illustrations
makes this a great gift for any animal-loving child.

THE ATLAS OBSCURA
EXPLORER’S GUIDE FOR THE
WORLD’S MOST ADVENTUROUS
KID
Dylan Thuras

$19.99

For curious kids, this is the chance to embark on
the journey of a lifetime—and see how faraway
countries have more in common than you might
expect! Hopscotch from country to country in a
chain of connecting attractions: Explore Mexico’s
glittering cave of crystals, then visit the world’s
largest cave in Vietnam. Peer over a 355-foot
waterfall in Zambia, then learn how Antarctica’s
Blood Falls got its creepy color.
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LOVELY BEASTS
Kate Gardner

$17.99

In this large format picture book, Gardner
thoughtfully urges readers to look beyond their
mental picture of some animals. Porcupines are
“prickly,” but they are also peaceful loners, “shy
herbivores who eat leaves, flower blossoms, and
berries.” Heidi Smith’s lush charcoal illustrations show two sides to each “beast.” While bats
might be viewed as “ugly,” they are also helpful
caretakers—playing an important role in the environment, eating as many as eight thousand mosquitoes a night. With clear word choices, Gardner
gently urges readers to see beyond first assumptions and to celebrate the wonder of biodiversity.

HAROLD LOVES HIS WOOLLY
HAT
Vern Kousky

$17.99

In this sweet picture book that celebrates selflessness
and the joy of helping others, a little bear named
Harold loses his beloved woolly hat—only to
discover that others need it more. Harold loves his
hat and never takes it off, but when a crow whisks
the hat off his head and high up into a nest, Harold
is devastated. It turns out that the hat has a new
special purpose: keeping three baby crows warm.
This heartwarming book features an irresistible
bear and gently reinforces the notion that it doesn’t
matter what you have, it’s who you are that matters.

GIRAFFE PROBLEMS
Jory John

$17.99

Edward the Giraffe is so self-conscious about his
neck—it’s too long, too skinny, too bendy…just
too necky—that he does everything to hide it.
When he meets Cyrus, a tortoise who has almost
no neck at all, Edward realizes that his long neck
is a feature, not a bug. He reaches bananas high
in the trees for Cyrus and suddenly his shame
turns to pride, and his obsession with his neck is
replaced with the delight of finding a new friend.
The message about self-esteem is very subtle
and hides behind a hilarious story and beautiful
illustrations.
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WE’VE GOT THE WHOLE WORLD
IN OUR HANDS
Rafael Lopez

$17.99

This cleverly written and beautifully illustrated new
picture book takes the lyrics of the classic hymn
and converts it into a story to depict a diverse and
interconnected world. A young girl gathers a rainbow-colored ball of yarn and tosses it in the air. It
unravels from page to page and travels the world,
touching children, animals and landscapes from
every corner of the globe. Throughout, text taken
from the original 1927 hymn highlights a planet
where similarities among people and countries far
outweigh differences. It’s a wonderful message of
inclusiveness and optimism.

CONSTRUCTION SITE ON
CHRISTMAS NIGHT
Sherri Rinker

$16.99

Rinker is back with her construction vehicles prepping for
holidays. The rhyming text follows how the machines work to
construct a “special house” that must be ready for Christmas
Eve. Each machine describes their work, before being given
a gift (Bulldozer gets a new carbon steel blade, cement mixer
a new drum), and head home with a “Merry Christmas and
Goodnight.” Once Crane finishes the job by topping the construction with a star, fire trucks and rescue vehicles roll in, and
readers realize what has been built: a fire station. If the lasting
success of Goodnight, Goodnight Construction Site is
any measure, this may be a new holiday classic.

THE DREAMER
Il Sung Na

$16.99

Once, there was a pig who admired birds. But he
could never join them. Or could he?
Thus begins the journey of a pig with big dreams,
and the perseverance to make them come true. He
develops flight plans, builds experimental contraptions, and has far-flung adventures, but at the end
of the day, his favorite thing to do is still to sit and
watch for those he loves best: the birds. Il Sung Na
creates a world at once whimsical and filled with
longing, where anything is possible and, yes, even
pigs can learn to fly.
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IMAGINE

Juan Felipe Herrera

$16.99

Each stanza of this verse memoir by former
U.S. Poet Laureate Herrera ends with the word
“imagine.” The hardships Herrera faced make
this book both a life lesson and a motivation.
“If I let tadpoles/ swim across my hands/ in the
wavy creek, / imagine” he writes about his early
childhood. Entering his English-speaking school
was a challenge yet language fascinated him, and
he began to write stories, poems, and songs: “If I
grabbed a handful/ of words/ I had never heard
and/ sprinkled them over a paragraph... imagine.”
He imagined and ended up being named the
official poet of the United States.

THE STUFF OF STARS
Marion Dane Bauer

$17.99

Carl Sagan said, “we are made of star stuff,” and it is
Bauer’s stunning achievement to present to readers
the factual events that created the birth of the universe
(“in the deep, deep dark a speck floated, invisible as
thought,”), the planet Earth, and life on Earth. There
is an expressive, powerful lyricism to the text that is
paired with illustrations stunningly evocative of the awe
and magic of the cosmos. But then the story goes one
brilliant step further and gives the birth of a child the
same beginning, the same sense of magic, the same
miracle. The “Wow” factor of The Stuff of Stars is
off the charts.

MARY POPPINS
P. L. Travers

$17.99

This picture book is an adaptation of the timeless
tale of the English nanny Mary Poppins, who
enters the lives of the Banks family and upends its
usual routines. Refined, spit-spot-tidy illustrations
infuse a spare, pared-down adaptation of the 1934
classic with proper senses of decorum and wonder.
Lovely and evocative, it is just the thing to spark
an interest in the original and its sequels—and the
upcoming film sequel, “Mary Poppins Returns,”
which opens in December 2018.
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BRIDGE OF CLAY
Marcus Zusak

$26

This novel, by the author of The Book Thief, is
the story of the Dunbars, who Zusak describes as “a
family of ramshackle tragedy. A comic book kapow
of boys and blood and beasts.” It is a story not
easily summarized—it moves back and forth in time
as we follow the five Dunbar boys making their way
in the world after being abandoned by their father.
We’ll leave it to the Wall Street Journal, which said
“This book is a stunner. Devastating, demanding
and deeply moving, Bridge of Clay unspools like a
kind of magic act in reverse, with feats of narrative
misdirection that all make sense only when the
elements of the trick are finally laid out.”

MONSTROUS DEVICES
Damien Love

$17.99

A young British teenager’s ordinary world takes a
sudden turn to the dark side with the arrival of an
antique toy robot that turns out to conceal a terrible
power. Hardly has Alex unpacked the robot sent
by his grandfather than he cuts himself on a sharp
edge so that a little blood seeps into its workings.
Cue the weirdness, starting with a homework
assignment he doesn’t remember finishing and a
bully who inexplicably beats a sudden retreat. A
mad dash trip with his grandfather is central to
the action in this Middle Grade thriller/fantasy.
It’s thrilling and strange and wonderful.

LITTLE DREAMERS: VISIONARY
WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD
Vashti Harrison

$17.99

Featuring the true stories of 40 women creators,
ranging from writers to inventors, artists to scientists,
Little Dreamers: Visionary Women Around
the World inspires as it educates. Readers will
meet trailblazing women like actor/inventor Hedy
Lamar, environmental activist Wangari Maathai,
architect Zaha Hadid, filmmaker Maya Deren,
and physicist Chien-Shiung Wu. Some names are
known, some are not, but all of their stories are
rife with inspiration and yearning, so the reader
knows that they, too, can grow up to do something
amazing.
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The Home Pages
books of local interest
NO SINGLE SPARROW MAKES A
SUMMER
Louisville Story Program

$25

Iroquois High School is the most diverse high school

LOUI SVILLE

STORY

PROGRAM

in the state of Kentucky: its students speak more
than forty languages. Since June 2017, nine Iroquois
students have been working closely with the Louisville
Story Program to write a book that richly documents
people and communities in Louisville that have not
heretofore been documented. Collectively, the authors
speak nine languages and have lived in seven countries.
They’re writing about the ravages of war, life before

NARJIS ALSAADI
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YENNIFER COCA IZQUIERDO

A’LEA MARIE SMITH

MARIA ZAMINKHAN

HAFSA JAMA

K ATHERIN E. SOCIAS BÁEZ
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and after moving to Louisville as refugees and immigrants, the foster care system, juvenile detention,
motherhood, misconceptions of their neighborhoods,
and many other challenges and triumphs.

THE FARM

Wendell Berry

$18.95

The Larkspur Press edition of Wendell Berry’s long
poem “The Farm” first appeared in 1995 and has
been unavailable and much in demand for years
(much to the dismay of Carmichael’s customers).
Finally, Counterpoint is republishing The Farm in
a handsome, small-format hardcover that preserves
much of the charm of the original, and retains the
lovely drawings by Carolyn Whitesel. It is a beautiful
keepsake, an ideal gift for any Berry fan, and sure to
make the wish list of those who have been in search of
an edition for many years.
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ABANDONED KENTUCKY
Jay Farrell

$24.99

Abandoned structures are places that open the
imagination and invite interpretation. Distressed
wood and weathered remnants of human life are
crossed by time and animal tracks, inviting one to
picture what once was. While often overlooked by
passers-by, these skeletal remains act as the perfect
subject for the lens of a camera, quietly waiting to
be captured and shared. Abandoned Kentucky
explores this haunting narrative through its display
of photos by abandoned building photographer
Jay Farrell. Readers are encouraged to explore the
forgotten corners of the state, see the world through
different eyes, and take the long road home.

PICTURE: MUHAMMAD ALI
PICTURE: KENTUCKY
Louisville Courier Journal

$59.95 ea.

Many years ago, the Courier-Journal had a book
publishing division that produced a number of local
interest books that were enormously popular. Now
they’re back with a pair of coffee-table photography books—one on the life, from birth to death, of
Muhammad Ali. The other book is a kind of “Family
of Man” book of photographs of Kentuckians from
every walk of life, at work and at play, urban and
rural, that capture the crazy quilt of people of the
Commonwealth.

THE RED GATE

Maureen Morehead $26 paper $34 cloth
Over the course of three years, Maureen Morehead
daily walked a trail built in 2008 in the heart of
Anchorage, Kentucky. The resulting poems note
imagery discovered through close observation
intertwined with memory, imagination, introspection, and contemplation to emphasize Morehead’s
recurring themes of marriage, friendship, illness,
place, spirituality, and human behavior. The Red
Gate is her fourth collection of poems with Larkspur
Press and is accompanied by woodcuts by Joann
Price. Morehead is an adjunct professor of poetry
in Spalding University’s MFA in Creative Writing
Program and a former Kentucky Poet Laurate.
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THE NEARLY FORGOTTEN
HISTORY OF PORTLAND,
KENTUCKY
James Hidgon
$24.95

The Portland neighborhood is the
seed from which the rest of the city
of Louisville grew. Despite being
the hardest-hit neighborhood by the
1937 flood, Portland has continued
as a viable neighborhood despite
adversity. It is now poised for a renaissance as more and more commerce
looks to Portland as a unique destination for relocation. It is rife with
history, many pre-Civil War structures, and easy access to downtown
Louisville and Southern Indiana.
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